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Frequently Asked Questions

	Where do I go to get a disabled parking placard, disabled person license plate and disabled person parking privilege identification card?                                                   Most Vehicle Licensing Offices will issue permanent and temporary parking placards, and disabled person plates. A disabled person parking privilege identification card will be mailed by the Department of Licensing directly to you. 
Can I get a disabled plate or placard at a Driver Licensing Office? 
No. Disabled parking plates and placards are only available at Vehicle Licensing Offices. Call your County Auditor or check our website to find the Vehicle Licensing Offices closest to you.
Where can I get an application form?
Applications are available at any Driver Licensing Office or Vehicle Licensing Office. 
What is required to get a permanent (blue) disabled parking placard or disabled person license plate?
You must bring a completed application, signed by you and your physician, to a Vehicle Licensing Office. Instructions are on the application.
How often does the permanent privilege need to be renewed?
The permanent disabled parking privilege must be renewed every five years. Disabled person license plates must be renewed annually, as with any other vehicle registration, in order to remain valid.   You will receive a renewal notice, including instructions, prior to the expiration of your privilege. 
What is required to get a temporary (red) disabled person parking placard?
You must bring a completed application, signed by you and your physician, to a Vehicle Licensing Office. Instructions are on the application.
How long may I use a temporary placard and is the temporary placard renewable?
The temporary (red) placard can be issued for up to six months only; the physician will indicate the number of months required. The temporary placard is NOT renewable. You must obtain a new application and apply for another placard.
What is the difference between a parking privilege, license plate and/or placards?
The parking privilege is granted by the Department of Licensing when an applicant meets the qualifying criteria noted by a physician's certification. The license plates, placards and identification card are issued as an identifier to law enforcement, parking enforcement, private business, or anyone who needs to know that a person has the right to park a vehicle in a disabled person parking area.
Can I get both a disabled person license plate and placard, or can I get just a plate and no placards?
You can receive either two permanent placards, or one permanent placard and one set of disabled person license plates.
What is the penalty for a physician for providing false information on an application for the disabled parking privilege? 
Knowingly providing false information in conjunction with the application is a gross misdemeanor. The penalty for a gross misdemeanor is up to one year in jail and a fine of up to $5,000, or both.
What is the penalty for individual abuse of the disabled parking privilege?
Any unauthorized use of the disabled parking placard, plate, or identification card is a traffic infraction with a $250 penalty. It also is a $250 parking infraction to make inaccessible the access aisle located next to a space reserved for physically handicapped persons. 
Are there limits placed on the time a person can park with the disabled parking privileges?
Yes. A local jurisdiction providing nonmetered, on-street parking places for the physically disabled persons may impose time restrictions of no less than four hours on the use of these spaces. Local jurisdictions may also impose time restrictions of no less than four hours on the use of nonreserved on-street disabled parking spaces.
Can I have a disabled person identification card and a Washington Driver license or Washington identification card at the same time?
Yes. The disabled person identification card that accompanies the disabled parking privilege is for the sole purpose of matching the privilege and the privilege holder. A different process and documents are used for issuing a Washington driver license or Washington identification card. 
When I am visiting Washington, can I use my Disabled Person Parking Placard or Special License Plate that was issued to me in my home state or country? 
Yes. You are entitled to the same privileges as those granted to a disabled person with a similar Disabled Person Parking Placard or License Plate issued in Washington. 
When I park in a metered parking stall, is my time limited? 
Yes. Different jurisdictions have different time limits on their metered parking stalls. You should contact the individual jurisdictions you will be visiting to ask about their metered parking time limitations. 


The following vehicle licensing offices DO NOT provide disabled persons parking placard services:
Gary Guzzie Insurance Agency in Cle Elum,   Schmidt Insurance Service in Odessa 

Skagit Vehicle Licensing Agency in Burlington,   Northside Auto Licensing in Spokane 
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